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June 15, 2009


Mayor and Council Members 
City of Berkeley 
Attn: Matt Nichols, Public Works Transportation

1947 Center St., 3rd floor
Berkeley, CA 94704

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

As you are considering the Tax Relief Action to Cut Commuter Carbon (TRACC) Ordinance, I wanted to share a few details about Clif Bar’s successful commuter benefit program. As you may know, Clif Bar’s Cool Commute Program provides employees with various incentives to use alternative transportation (public transit, cycling, carpooling, etc,). Employees can choose between taxable cash incentives or tax-exempt Commuter Checks (Clif gives employees up to $110 per month in Commuter Checks towards their public transit costs). Having a tax-exempt option creates a win-win for both Clif and our employees—providing a hassle free way for our company to help offset our employees’ public transportation costs. 

Our Cool Commute Program allows us to encourage our employees to take advantage of transit while also supporting our commitment to both our employees and the environment. Our employees list our Cool Commute Program as one of their favorite benefits.

 
I would be more than happy to answer questions and share information about our successful program with council members and/or other Berkeley businesses. 
  


Sincerely, 

Jennifer Freitas
Human Resources Manager
Clif Bar & Company
