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July 14, 2009

Mayor and Council Members 
City of Berkeley 
Attn: Matt Nichols, Public Works Transportation
1947 Center St., 3rd floor
Berkeley, CA 94704

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

The Downtown Berkeley Association endorses passage of the Tax Relief Action to Cut Commuter Carbon (TRACC) Ordinance which would require employer’s to offer their employees transit and bicycle commute benefits. As you know, the DBA supports tax relief for our local businesses, and alternative commuting by area employees. 

Our endorsement comes with conditions that the implementation be developed in coordination with business community representatives and assurance that it will be a implemented in a supportive manner including with training and encouragement for the businesses that participate. 

We are grateful that City staff have worked closely with Berkeley businesses to consider and craft this Ordinance, and we feel that the Tax Relief Action to Cut Commuter Carbon (TRACC) Ordinance offers a rare opportunity to reduce taxes for both businesses and employees, encourage our employees to take advantage of transit, reduce air pollution, and shrink our carbon footprint. 
 
The TRACCC Ordinance will also have a positive effect on Berkeley’s economic vitality, improving parking and traffic congestion while it helps us reach our ambitious environmental goals.  

The Downtown Berkeley Association urges the Berkeley City Council to adopt this ordinance.

Sincerely, 

Deborah Badhia

Executive Director 

