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June 30, 2009
Mayor Gayle McLaughlin and City Council Members
City of Richmond

P.O. Box 4046

Richmond, CA 94804

Dear Mayor McLaughlin,

The Richmond Chamber of Commerce is pleased to support the recently proposed Transit Benefit Ordinance and urges the City Council to vote in favor of this new legislation.

While the Chamber, in general, is opposed to employer mandates imposed by the city, we recognize the value-added benefits to workers and businesses included in the ordinance.  Employees can save money when they use public transportation through pretax deductions and employers save on the participating employees' payroll taxes. 

This ordinance, however, is only as effective as the public transit system in the City of Richmond.  The City Council should consider that given the City’s rich diversity of industrial, commercial, retail and small businesses, there needs to be a commensurate level of public transportation services that would encourage even more commuters to utilize these new benefits.  The Chamber recommends the City work closely with AC Transit to ensure that all Richmond businesses – whether their work schedule is more traditional or includes around-the-clock shift work – are provided for by public transit means. 
Sincerely yours,
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Judith Morgan

President and CEO

Cc: Bill Lindsay
      Randy Riddle
      Chamber Members
