Selected Quotes from Letters of Recommendation 
Supporting Transit Benefit Ordinances

“I am writing to express Bayer’s strong support of the proposed Tax Relief Action to Cut Commuter Carbon (TRACCC) Ordinance, which would require employers to offer employees a pre-tax commute benefit.”
--Trina Ostrander

Manager, Development Agreement and Communications
Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals
“We are grateful that City staff has worked closely with Berkeley businesses to consider and craft this Ordinance. We feel that the TRACC Ordinance offers a rare opportunity to reduce taxes for both businesses and employees, encourages our employers to take advantage of transit, reduces air pollution, and shrinks our carbon footprint which we know is a major goal for the city and for its citizens as evidences by the support for Measure G (Berkeley’s Greenhouse Gas Initiative).”

--Jonathan K. DeYoe

Chairman, Berkeley Chamber of Commerce

“As a second-term member of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, the passage of the Transit Benefit Ordinance on August 18, 2008 was a great milestone in my legislative career. It is satisfying to sponsor legislation that receives support from such a wide variety of constituents. This ordinance was supported by environmental groups such as the Sierra Club and the San Francisco Department of the Environment; smart transportation and planning groups such as Livable Cities, Transportation Management Association of San Francisco, and San Francisco Planning and Urban Research, and business groups such as the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, the San Francisco Building Owners and Mangers Association, the Union Square Merchant Association and the Golden Gate Restaurant Association.”
--The Honorable Ross Mirkarimi

Supervisor, San Francisco Board of Supervisors

“The Downtown Berkeley Association endorses passage of the Tax Relief Action to Cut Commuter Carbon (TRACC) Ordinance which would require employer’s to offer their employees transit and bicycle commute benefits. As you know, the DBA supports tax relief for our local businesses, and alternative commuting by area employees.”
Deborah Badhia

Executive Director

Downtown Berkeley Association
“The Richmond Chamber of Commerce is pleased to support the recently proposed Transit Benefit Ordinance and urges the City Council to vote in favor of this new legislation. While the Chamber, in general, is opposed to employer mandates imposed by the city, we recognize the value-added benefits to workers and businesses included in the ordinance.  Employees can save money when they use public transportation through pretax deductions and employers save on the participating employees' payroll taxes.“

--Judith Morgan

President and CEO

Richmond Chamber of Commerce

“While the Chamber generally opposes mandates on business, the city’s newest requirement that businesses with 20 or more employees working in San Francisco establish a progrma to promote the use of pubic transit can be an economic benefit. In addition to helping to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by getting people out of cars and onto transit, the law can be a money-saver for businesses, and thus, the Chamber did not oppose the measure.”

--Jim Lazarus
CEO
San Francisco Chamber of Commerce

